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THONG BAO KY THUAT TAU BIEN
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Ngay 22 thang 4 nam 2020
So thong bao: 030TI/20TB

Néi dung: Théng cdo bdo chi ngay 16/4/2020 cia Ban Thie ky Té chire Indian Ocean MOU
(Théa thudn vé hop tdc kiém sodt tau bién cia cic Quoc gia cé cang khu viee An DY
Duong) vé sira déi, bé sung Hudng dan gidi quyét cdc trieong hop do tac dong ciia
sw bung phat Covid-19 dwoc ban hanh theo Thong cao bdo chi ngay 20/3/2020.

Kinh gti: Cac chi tau/cong ty quan 1y tau bién
Céc don vi dang kiém tau bién

Ngay 16/4/2020 Ban Thu ky T6 chirc Indian Ocean MOU (Théa thuén vé hop tac kiém
soat tau bién cua cac Qudc gia c¢o cang khu vuc An PO Duong) da ra Thong céo bao chi vé sira
d6i, b6 sung Hudng dan giai quyét cac trudng hop do tic dong cia su bung phat Covid-19 duge
ban hanh theo Thong céo bao chi ngay 20/3/2020 (nguyén ban tiéng Anh va ban dich tiéng Viét
dinh kém).

Theo Huéng dan ban hanh theo Thong cdo bao chi ngay 20/3/2020 cua Indian Ocean
MOU, cac qudc gia thanh vién t6 chirc nay chi chip nhén viéc tri hodn cac dot kiém tra, danh gia
tdu va viéc gia han cc gidy chimg nhan cia tau, thuyén vién khong qua 3 thang (xem thong tin
chi tiét tai lién két: http://www.vr.org.vn/Pages/thong-bao.aspx?ItemID=1 128).

Do tinh hinh phtre tap cua dich bénh COVID-19, sta d6i, bd sung ddi véi Hudng dan
duoc Indian Ocean MOU cong bo ngay 16/4/2020 cho phép viéc tri hoan/gia han nhu sau:

“Viéc mién triv/mién giam/giam nhe thuc dung cia quoc gia tdu mang co/RO trong
khoang thoi gian dn han thich hop, vuot qua thoi glan giam nhe dwgc phép theo cdc cong udc
khdc nhau doi véi viéc kiém tra, danh gid tau va doi véi cdc glay chung nhan/tai liéu cua
thuyén vién theo quy dinh ciia Cong wéec MLC va STCW cu thé véi cdc tinh huong do bung phdat
dai dich COVID-19, can dwoc cdc co quan cé tham quyén ciia quoc gia cé cang chdap nhdn. Bat
ky tau ndo vuieot qud thoi gian én han nay can dwoc xir Iy theo cdach théng thuong.”

bé nghi cac Quy Pon vi pho bién cac Nghi quyét néu trén cia IMO dén tat ca cac cong
ty van tai bién va cac tau bién.
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Thong bao ky thuat nay dugc néu trong muc: Thong bdao/ Thong bdo ky thudt tau bién
cua Cong thong tin dién tor Cuc BPKVN: http://www.vr.org.vn.

Néu Quy Pon vi can thém thong tin, dé nghi lién hé:

Cuc Dang kie;ng Viet Nam

Phong Tau bién

Dia chi: 18 Pham Hung, Phuong My Dinh 2, Quan Nam Tir Liém, Ha Noi

Dién thoai: +84 24 37684701 (s6 may le: 521)

Fax: +84 24 37684722

Thu dién tir: taubien(@yvr.org.vn; bangph@yvr.org.vn

Xin giri dén cac Quy Pon vi 16i chao tran trong./.

Noi nhdn: .
- Nhu trén; - Cac chi cyc dang kiém;
- Phong QP, TB, CN, HTQT; - Luu TB./.

- Trung tdim VRQC, TH;
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INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

AMENDMENT TO GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH
IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 ISSUED
VIDE PRESS RELEASE DATED 20 TH MARCH 2020

1. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) along with the
World Health Organization (WHO), issued a circular No. 4204/Add.2
dated 21 February 2020, in the form of a “Joint Statement”", on the
response to the outbreak of "COVID-19 Pandemic”. In the stated IMO
circular letter, all the member States are requested to take appropriate
pragmatic flexible measures within the scope of the relevant IMO
instruments for the purpose of smooth sailing, protection of the ships
crews' certification, health certificates, statutory survey and other
mandatory certification including Audit certificates, dry dock, annual
surveys, etc. Accordingly, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean
MOU (IOMOU), were advised to take proactive measures vide
issuance of a press release on 20 March 2020. The said press release
outlined the guidance, for dealing with the situations arising due to the
impact of the outbreak of the COVID-19, within the scope of the
relevant IMO Conventions (Refer Annex 1, affixed at the end of this
press release).

2. The IOMOU members have adopted above referred guidance for the
purpose of issuance of extension of various STCW certificates,
Statutory certificates, Annual surveys, extension of Dry-docking and
Audit certificates as relevant to the International Shipping.

3. Subsequently, many flag States and other MoUs also made similar
arrangements for their fleet for the purpose of granting exemptions of
survey and certification with respect to various IMO instruments, and
also for granting extension of the MLC /ILO, STCW certificates within
the scope of their national applicable rules and regulations.

BAN THU KY INDIAN OCEAN MOU VE KIEM SOAT CUA
QUOC GIA CO CANG

THONG CAO BAO CHi

SUA DO, BO SUNG HUGNG DAN GIAI QUYET CAC TRUONG
HOQP DO TAC PONG CUA SU'BUNG PHAT COVID-19 PUQC BAN
HANH HANH THEO THONG CAO BAO CHI NGAY 20/3/2020

1. T6 chirc Hang hai qudc té (IMO) cing véi T6 chic Y té thé gioi
(WHO) da ban hanh thong bao sé 4204/Add.2 ngay 21/02/2020, theo
hinh thirc “Tuyén bd chung", vé viéc ddi pho véi su bung phat cua
"bai dich COVID-19”. Trong théng bao IMO dé néu, tat ca cac qudc
gia thanh vién dugc yéu cau thuc hién cac bién phap linh hoat thuc
dung phu hop trong pham vi cac van kién cua IMO c¢6 lién quan nham
muc dich tao thuén l¢i cho hoat dong cua tau, bao v€ viéc chung nhan
chuyén mén cia thuyén vién, gidy chimg nhan stc khoe, kiém tra theo
luat dinh va viéc chimg nhan bit budc khic bao gdm cac gidy chung
nhéan danh gia, dua tau Ién da, kiém tra hang nam, ... Theo do, cac co
quan c6 tham quyén ciia qudc gia thanh vién Indian Ocean MOU
(IOMOU), duoc khuyén nghi thuc hién cac bién phap chi dong néu
trong thong cao bao chi ngay 20/3/2020. Thong cao bao chi nay dua ra
hudng dan, dé giai quyét cac tinh hudng phat sinh do tac dong cua su
bung phat COVID-19, trong pham vi cua cac Cong udc IMO c¢6 lién
quan (Tham khao Phu luc 1 kém theo thong céo bdo chi nay).

2. Cac thanh vién IOMOU da thoéng qua hudéng dan néu trén nham muc
dich chap nhan viéc gia han cac gidy chimg nhén STCW, cac glay ching
nhan theo ludt dinh khac nhau, kiém tra hang nim, gia han kiém tra trén
da va céc gidy chimg nhan d4nh gi4 ¢6 lién quan dén van tai bién qudc té.

3. Sau d6, nhiéu qudc gia tau mang cd va cac MoU khac ciing thuc
hién tuong ty nhu vay cho doi tau cta ho nham muc dich chép nhan
cac mién trir kiém tra va chung nhan theo cac van kién khac nhau cua
IMO va ciing dé chip nhan viéc gia han cac gidy ching nhén
MLC/ILO, STCW trong pham vi cac quy dinh thich hop cta qudc gia.
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4. After WHO declared COVID-19 as Pandemic outbreak, IMO issued
few more circular letters (4204/Add.3, 4204/Add.4, 4204/Add.5,
4204/Add.6 and 4204/Add.7) requesting all the IMO member states for
further necessary actions. Particularly in the Addendum 6 of the
circular letter 4204, Mr. Kitak Lim, the Secretary General of the IMO
urged all the IMO Member States to take a practical, pragmatic and
more flexible approach, in these unusual unprecedented -critical
situations, to the issues like crew change-over, supplies, repairs, survey
& certification and licensing of seafarers.

5. Thereafter, many IMO member States, considering that this is an
absolutely unprecedented critical situation due to outbreak of
COVID-19 Pandemic, (approximately 75 flag States of different PSC
regimes) issued new circulars or have revised their earlier circulars
extending the period of exemptions of the STCW certificates,
Statutory and other mandatory certificates etc, without compromising
with the ship's safety, seafarers' health, protection of the sea and
marine environment.

6. During the video conference meeting held between IMO and 10
MoUs of the PSC regimes on 8 April 2020, various important issues
were discussed with respect to PSC activities during this critical
phase of the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. It was concluded
that “The respective roles of the flag States and port States to solve
this crisis, in terms of supporting maritime trade, are paramount,
and can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the same
time, the safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine
environment and the respect of seafarers as key workers must
remain shared priorities". (Refer Annex 2 for the Joint Statement
agreed by the video meeting provided in Annex 1 of the IMO
Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.8)

7. In view of the foregoing and as the COVID-19 has taken an
unprecedented pandemic situation, anticipating its long term effect,
understanding from the present scenario that this critical situation is

4. Sau khi WHO tuyén bd COVID-19 1a dai dich, IMO d3 ban hanh
thém mot sb théng bao (4204/Add.3, 4204/Add.4, 4204/Add.5,
4204/Add.6 va 4204/Add.7) yéu cau tit ca cac qudc gia thanh vién
IMO vé céac hanh dong can thiét hon nita. Pic biét, trong Phu luc 6 cua
thong bao 4204, ong Kitak Lim, Tong thu ky IMO kéu goi cac qudc
gia thanh vién ctia IMO dua ra cach tiép can thuc té, thuc dung va linh
hoat hon, trong cac tinh huéng ‘quan trong chua timg c6 mét cach bat
thuong nay, dbi véi cac van dé nhu thay d6i thuyén vién, cung Ung,
sira chita, kiém tra, chimg nhan tau va cip phép cho thuyén vién.

5. Sau d6, nhiéu qudc gia thanh vién IMO, coi day la tinh hudng quan
trong hoan toan chua tirng c6 do su bung phat dai dich COVID-19,
(khoang 75 qudc gia thudc cac thé ché PSC khac nhau) di ban hanh
cac thong bao maéi hodc da sira ddi cac thong béo trude do6 cua ho, kéo
dai thoi gian mién trir cac gidy ching nhan STCW, cac gidy ching
nhéan theo luat dinh va cac giéy chung nhéan bat budc khac, ..., ma
khong 1am ton hai dén an toan cua tau, stc khoe cia thuyén vién, bao
vé moi truong bién.

6. Trong cudc hop truc tuyén dugc to chirc gitta IMO va 10 thé ché
PSC vao ngay 08/4/2020, nhiéu van dé quan trong di duogc thao luan
lién quan dén cac hoat dong cta PSC trong giai doan quan trong nay
cua sy bung phat dai dich COVID-19. Cudc hop da ket luén “Vai tro
twong tmg cua cac qudc gia tau mang cO va Ccac qudc gia co cang dé
giai quyét cudc khung hoang nay, vé€ mat hd trg thuong mai hang hai,
1a tbi quan trong, va cdc quoc gia nay ciing c6 thé dugc nganh van tai
bién hd trg dang ké. Dong thoi, an toan sinh mang con nguoi trén bién,
bao vé mdi truong bién va sy ton trong nhirng nguoi di bién 13 nhiing
ngudi lao dong chu chdt van 1a cac vu tién duoc chia sé”. (Tham khao
Phu luc 2 vé Tuyén bd chung duoc nhét tri tai cudc hop truc tuyén
duoc néu tai Phu luc 1 cua Théng bao s6 4204/Add.8 cua IMO)

7. Theo quan diém d ndi ¢ trén va do COVID-19 di tao ra tinh huéng
dai dich chua tirng c6, du bao dnh hudng lau dai cua dich bénh, suy
doan tur kich ban hién tai 14 tinh hinh khiing hoang nay s€ khong dugc
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not going to improve substantially, in near future, also realizing that
there is a vital need for maritime administrations to grant a reasonable
period of exemption/extension/relaxation beyond three months for the
STCW, MLC/ILO related certificates and other mandatory/statutory
certificates of the vessels relevant to IMO conventions, the member
Authorities of the Indian Ocean MOU have decided to revise the
carlier guidelines issued vide Press Release dated 20™ March 2020
with respect to relaxation period mentioned in various scenarios is now
to be read as follows:

“This pragmatic relaxation/exemptions/dispensations granted by the
flag state administration/R.O for an appropriate grace period beyond
the relaxation periods permitted under various conventions for
surveys, inspections and audits of ships and for
certificates/documents of seafarers required as per MLC and STCW
conventions specific to situations arising due to outbreak of COVID-
19 pandemic should be accepted by the port State authorities. Any
vessel beyond this grace period should be treated in the normal
manner”.

8. The above revision to the annex guidance issued vide press release
dated 20™ March 2020 will be effective from 16 April 2020.

9. The guidance may be further reviewed upon any future initiatives
taken by the IMO/ILO/member Authorities or based on the
developments of the situation.

16 April 2020

Contact: IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in / iomou.sec(@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org

cai thién dang ké trong twong lai gan, ciing thira nhan nhu cau thiét yéu
dbi véi cac chinh quyén hang hai cho phép thoi gian mién tri/gia
han/giam nhe hop 1y sau ba thang d6i véi cac gidy chimg nhan lién
quan dén STCW, MLC/ILO va céac gidy ching nhan bét budc/theo luat
dinh khac cua tau lién quan dén cac cong wdc cua IMO, Co quan co
thim quyén cua cac thanh vién Indian Ocean MOU quyét dinh sira d6i
cac huéng dan trudc d6 da ban hanh theo Thong cédo bao chi ngiy
20/3/2020 lién quan dén thoi gian giam nhe duogc dé cap trong cac kich
ban khac nhau nhu sau:

“Vige mién tric/mién giam/giam nhe thuc dung ciia quoc gia tiu
mang co/RO trong khodng thoi gian dn han thich hop, vuwot qua thoi
gian giam nhe dwgc phép theo cic cong woc khdac nhau doi vai viéc
kiém tra, dinh gid tau va doi véi cdc gidy chirng nhan/tai lidu ciia
thuyén vién theo quy dinh ciia Cong wéc MLC va STCW cu thé véi
cdc tinh huong do bung phat dai dich COVID-19, cin dwoc cic co
quan c6 tham quyén ciia quéc gia co cang chép nhén. Bit ky tau nao
vwot qud thoi gian dn han ndy cin dwoc xiv Iy theo cdch thong
thuong”.

8. Stra doi néu trén dbi véi hudng dan dugc ban hanh theo thong céo
bao chi ngay 20/3/2020 s€ c6 hi¢u luc tir ngay 16/4/2020.

9. Hudng dan co thé dwoc xem xét tiép theo dua trén bat ky sang kién
nao trong twong lai cua IMO/ILO/co quan ¢6 thAm quyén cua quoc gia
thanh vién hodc duya trén sy phat trién cta tinh hudng.

Ngay 16/4/2020

Lién hé: IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in / iomou.sec@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org
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Annex 1

INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
SECRETARIAT

Circular Letter No. 2/2020
Date: 20.03.2020

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 RELATING TO RELEVANT
IMO CONVENTIONS

Introduction

Noting the global impact of COVID-19 and considering the relevant
IMO Circular Letters, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean
have agreed to consider the issue of delaying periods for the surveys,
inspections and audits, and accept there may be a need to apply
flexibility under the special circumstances. As a general principle the
following guidelines would be applied on a case by case basis by the
relevant port State Authority.

Guidelines for port States
Interval of surveys and audits required by the conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the
surveys, inspections and audits contained in relevant convention
requirements (SOLAS Chapter 1 Regulation 10 etc.), the ship must
provide evidence to the port State that the flag State has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be
evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be
brought back into the regular survey or audit cycle.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port
States on ships which have exceeded the requirements by not more
than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months
should be treated in the normal manner.

Phu luc 1
BAN THU KY INDIAN OCEAN MOU VE KIEM SOAT CUA
QUOC GIA CO CANG
Thong béo s6: 2/2020
Ngay: 20/3/2020

HUONG DAN GIAI QUYET CAC TRUONG HQP DO TAC PONG
CUA SU'BUNG PHAT COVID-19 LIEN QUAN PEN CAC CONG
UGC THICH HQP CUA IMO

Gioi thi¢u

Nhan thay tac dong toan cau cia COVID-19 va xem x¢ét cac thong bao
c6 lién quan cua IMO, cac Co quan co tham quyén thanh vién cia
Indian Ocean MOU da dong y xem xét van dé tri hoan thoi gian cho
cac cudc kiém tra, danh gia va chap nhan co thé can phai ap dung tinh
linh hoat trong cac hoan canh dic biét. V& nguyén tic chung, cac
huéng dan sau day s€ duoc ap dung trong timg trudng hop boi Co
quan c6 thim quyén cua Quoc gia c6 cang lién quan.

Huéng din cho cac quoc gia cang
Khoang thoi gian ki€ém tra va danh gia theo yéu cau cua cac cong udc

Trong truong hop tau khong tuan thu cac yéu cau vé cac cudc kiém
tra va danh gia theo yéu cau cua cac cong udc lién quan (Quy dinh
10 Chuong I cua SOLAS, ...), tau phai cung cap bang chung cho
Qudc gia co cang 1a Qudc gla tau mang c& quéc tich da dong sy tri
hodn dic biét cu thé do COVID-19. Ciing can c6 bang ching cho
thay tau co ké hoach bao gdm cach thirc dé tau trd lai thwe hién chu
ky kiém tra hodc danh gia thuong xuyén.

Viéc ndi long mot cach thuc dung cac yéu cAu nén duoc cac Quéc gia
c6 cang ap dung trén cac tau di vuot qua yéu cau khong qué ba thang.
Bét ky tau nao vuot qua thdi gian an han ba thang can dugc dbi xir
theo cach thong thuong.
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Duration of certificates

In accordance with the relevant convention requirements, the flag State
Administration may extend the validity of certificates up to three
months or may issue short term certificates, the period of the validity is
no more than three months from the expiry date of the full term
original certificates. In such case the ship must provide the evidence to
the port State that the flag State Administration has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19 and that the ship has a plan
that covers when the ship will be scheduled to be subject to the renewal
survey and audits.

Where there is no evidence from the flag State, the ship should be
treated in the normal manner as per the Indian Ocean MOU procedures.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on
ships which have exceeded the requirements by not more than three months.
Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months from the expiry date of the
full term original certificates should be treated in the normal manner.

Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3
of the Ballast Water Management convention due to delay of dry-
docking caused by disruption from COVID-19, the port State should
seek confirmation that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay
specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has
a plan that covers how the ship will comply with the requirements of
Regulation B-3 of BWM.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port
States on ships which have exceeded the date required by not more
than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months
should be treated in the normal manner.

Review of the guidance

This guidance will be reviewed as appropriate to keep aligned with
developments of the COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by IMO.

Thoi han ciia cac gidy cht’rng nhan

Phu hop véi cac yéu ciu cua céc cong uoc lién quan, Chinh quyén
Hang hai cua Quédc gia tau mang cd qudc tich co the gia han hiéu lyc
cua gidy ching nhan 1én dén ba thang hodc c6 thé cp gidy chimg nhén
ngan han v6i thoi han hi€u lyc khong qua ba thang ké tir ngay hét han
cla glay ching nhan goc dai han. Trong trudng hop do, tau phai cung
cap bang chung cho Quoc gia c6 cang la Chinh quyén Hang hai cia
Quédc gia tau mang cd quoc tich da dong ¥ su tri hodn dic biét cu thé
do COVID-19 va tau c6 ké hoach vé thoi gian thyc hién kiém tra va
danh gia cip moi.

Trong truong hop khong c6 bang chimg tir Quéc gia tau mang cd qudc tich, tau
can duoc ddi xir theo cach thong thuong theo quy trinh ctia Indian Ocean MOU.
Viéc ndi long mot cach thyc dung cac yéu cau nén dugc cac Qudc gia co
cang ap dung trén cac tau da vuot qua yéu cau khong qua ba thang. Bat ky
tu ndo vuot qua thoi gian an han ba thang tinh tir ngay hét han cua gidy
chimg nhan gdc dai han can duoc dbi xir theo cach thong thuong.

Trang bi hé théng quan Iy nudc din

Trong trudng hop tau khong thé dap tng cac yéu cau ctia Quy dinh B-
3 cua cong udc Quan 1y nudc din do viée tri hodn dua tau 1én da giy
ra boi sy gian doan vi COVID-19, Quéc gia co cang can tim kiém xéc
nhan 12 Qudc gia tiu mang cd quéc tich ¢a dong y su tri hodn dic biét
cu thé do COVID-19. Cing cén co bang chimg cho thdy tau <o Kké
hoach bao gdm céch thitc ma theo dé tau s& tuan thu cac yéu cau cia
Quy dinh B-3 cia BWM.

Viéc ndi 1ong mét cach thyc dung cac yéu cau nén dugc cac Qudc gia
c6 cang ap dung trén cac tau da vugt qua ngay yéu cau khong qua ba
thang. Bat ky tau nao vuot qua thoi gian an han ba thang can dugc ddi
xUr theo cach thong thuong.

Xem lai huéng din
Huéng din nay sé dwge xem xét khi thich hop dé phu hop véi si phat
trién cua virus COVID-19 va cac sang kién trong twong lai cia IMO.
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Annex 2
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION

4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611  Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210
Circular Letter N0.4204/Add.8

14 April 2020
To: All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO
Subject: Coronavirus (COVID-19) — Video meeting with port State

control (PSC) regimes

1 The Secretary-General wishes to advise that a video meeting with 10
port State control (PSC) regimes was held on 8 April 2020 with a view
to promote harmonized action, assistance and a pragmatic approach
with respect to PSC inspections at this time of the COVID-19
pandemic. The meeting agreed a joint statement, as set out in annex 1.

2 This circular letter also contains the statements and/or relevant temporary
guidance issued by the Vina del Mar Agreement, the Caribbean, Indian
Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris and Tokyo Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs), as well as the United States Coast Guard as a national regime in
relation to PSC activities in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, as set out in
annex 2, which may be amended or updated from time to time.

3 Member States and other stakeholders are invited to bring the
contents of this circular letter to the attention of all concerned,
especially flag Administrations and port State and coastal State

authorities.
sksksk

Phu luc 2 ) . . . ) )
TO CHUC HANG HAI QUOC TE (IMO)

S6 4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SEI1 7SR

Dién thoai: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

S6 thong bao: Circular Letter No.4204/Add.6
Ngay 27/3/2020
Gui: Tat ca cac qubc gia thanh vién IMO
Lién hop qudc va céc to chirc chuyén moén
Céc to chirc lién chinh phu
Céc to chure phi chinh phii ¢ vai trd tham van cho IMO

Noi dung: Virus corona (COVID-19) - Cudc hop truwe tuyén véi
cac thé ché kiém tra tau cia quoc gia cé ciang (PSC)

1 Tong thu ky thong bao vé cudc hop truc tuyen (video) v6i 10 thé ché
kiém soat ciia quéc gia co cang (PSC) di duge t6 chirc vao ngay 8/4/2020
nhim thac day hanh dong hai hoa, su hd trg va cach tlep can thyc dung
lién quan dén cac cudc kiém tra ciia PSC tai thoi diém dai dich covid-19
nay. Cudc hop da nhat tri tuyén bd chung néu tai phuy luc 1.

2 Théng bao nay ciing bao gém cac tuyén bd va/hodc hudng dan tam
thoi ¢6 lién quan ctia Thoa thudn Vina del Mar, Ban ghi nhé (MoU)
Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris va Tokyo, ciing nhu To
chirc bao vé bo bién Hoa Ky nhu mot thé ché qudc gia, lién quan dén
cac hoat dong PSC trong bdi canh dai dich COVID-19, nhu dugc néu
trong phu luc 2, c6 thé duoc stra doi, bd sung hodc cip nhat.

3 P& nghi cac qudc gia thanh vién va cac bén lién quan khac phd bién
ndi dung cua thong bao nay dén tit ca cac bén lién quan, dac biét la
cac quoc gia tau mang cd, co quan ¢6 thim quyén cua cac qudc gia co
cang va quc gia ven bién.

skeskosk
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ANNEX 1
JOINT STATEMENT

VIDEO MEETING OF PORT STATE CONTROL REGIMES TO
OPEN A GLOBAL COMMUNICATION CHANNEL ON PSC
INSPECTIONS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

At the invitation of IMO Secretary-General Mr. Kitack Lim, the 10
port State control (PSC) regimes, namely the United States Coast
Guard, the Vifla del Mar Agreement and the Abuja, Black Sea,
Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris, Riyadh and Tokyo
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) on PSC, came together in a
video meeting on 8 April 2020, opening a global communication
channel on PSC inspections during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The world in its entirety can feel the consequences of this crisis, which
is impacting the supply chain at an unprecedented scale by creating
international trade disruptions. This was also highlighted in the
outcome of the March 2020 Virtual Summit of G20 Leaders on
COVID-19. The respective roles of flag States and port States to solve
this crisis, in terms of supporting maritime trade, are paramount, and
can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the same time, the
safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine environment and the
respect of seafarers as key workers must remain shared priorities,
having also noted the release on 7 April 2020 of the ILO Information
note on maritime labour issues and coronavirus (COVID19)*,

Individual flag and port States, through the efficient coordination
and support of regional PSC regimes, have already adopted and
implemented relevant measures and have circulated guidance to
address current challenges. Inspection regimes are already guided
by self-determined practical, pragmatic and flexible approaches.
IMO appreciates the positive and constructive role of PSC regimes
in a full spirit of cooperation of all actors confronted with this
unprecedented crisis. As part of the outcome of this meeting, a
compilation of existing guidance developed by PSC regimes is

PHU LUC 1
TUYEN BO CHUNG

CUQC HQP TRUC TUYEN CUA CAC THE CHE KIEM SOAT TAU

CUA CAC QUOC GIA CO CANG BPE MO KENH THONG TIN

TOAN CAU VE KIEM TRA PSC TRONG DAI DICH COVID-19
Nhén 161 moi cua Téng thu ky IMO, ong Kitack Lim, 10 thé ché kiépl
soat tau cua quoc gia c6 cang (PSC), cu thé 1a T6 chirc Bao vé bo bién
Hoa Ky, Hi¢p dinh Viia del Mar, Ban ghi nhé (MoU) Abuja, Blaclg
Sea, Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris, Riyadh, Tokyo vé
kiém soat tau cia qudc gia co cang da thuc hién cudc hop truc tuyen

(video) vao ngay 08/4/2020, md ra kénh thong tin toan cau vé kiém tra
PSC trong dai dich COVID-19.

Toan b thé gidi ¢o thé cam nhan dugc hau qua cia cude khing hoang nay,
diéu d6 dang tac dong den chudi cung tmg & quy mo chua timg c6 do sur gian
doan thuong mai quic té. Diéu ndy cting da dugc nhan manh trong két qua cua
Hoi nghi thuong dinh tryc tuyén thang 3/2020 cta céc nha lanh dao G20 vé
COVID-19. Vai tro twong tng cua cac quic gia tau mang ¢ va cac quéc gia
co cang dé giai quyét cudc khung hoang nay, vé mét hd tro thuong mai hang
hai, 14 t6i quan trong, va ciing c6 thé dugc nganh vén tai bién hd tro dang keé.
Dong thoi, an toan sinh mang con ngudi trén bién, bao vé mdi truong bién va
syt ton trong nhimg ngudi di bién 13 nhitng nguoi lao dong chii chdt van 1a cac
uu tién dugc chia sé, cling Iuu y dén Thong tin luu ¥ ngay 07/4/2020 cia ILO
vé cac van dé lao dong hang hai va virus corona (COVID-19)*.

Céac qudc gia tau mang co va qudc gia co cang riéng 1é, théng qua su
phdi hop va hd trg hiéu qua cua cac thé ché PSC khu vuc, da chap
nhéan va thyc hién cac bién phap lién quan va di luu hanh huéng dan
dé giai quyét cac thach thic hién tai. Cac thé ché kiém tra da duoc
dinh huéng boi cac phuong phép tiép can thuc té, thuc dung va linh
hoat ty quyét dinh. IMO danh gi4 cao vai tro tich cuc va mang tinh xay
dung cua cac thé ché PSC trong tinh than hop tac ddy du cua tat ca cac
bén phai d6i mat véi cude khung hoang chua timg co nay. Mot phan
két qua cta cudc hop nay 13 ban tong hop cac huéng dan hién cé do
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initiated, with a view to global harmonization of these practices, as
an annex to this circular letter, and will be maintained on the IMO
website.

In this context, the meeting reviewed emergency response and
measures taken by the Organization, as a whole, to ensure no
disruption to sea trade supply chains, including, the flow of vital
medical supplies, critical agricultural products, and other goods and
services. Such measures are critical to support the health and well-
being of all people, taking into account the impact of delays for
surveys, inspections, audits and onboard service, and renewal or
endorsement of certificates of seafarers as well as ships. A "pragmatic,
practical and flexible" approach is being recommended, recognizing
that exemptions, waivers and extensions to certificates have been
granted by many flag States and information thereon has been
circulated by IMO. PSC regimes urged that such practices be
standardized and harmonized and called on IMO to support the
development of related guidance.

The meeting was a timely opportunity to raise some of the specific concerns

the nine intergovernmental organizations, in consultative status at IMO, may
have in these challenging times. In order to ensure proper follow-up and
remedial action, IMO is committed to maintain and to enhance this
communication channel in the context of the current crisis, initially.

All participants agreed to promote, as echoed and amplified by such a
meeting, the value of the prevailing spirit of cooperation and, the
importance of a better understanding of the issues being faced by all
actors, including PSC regimes, and the development of sensible,
practical and unified solutions, in the true spirit of our "voyage
together".

*  https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-
convention/WCMS_741024/lang--en/index.htm

seskosk

cac the ché PSC ban hanh, nham muyc dich hai hoa toan cau céc thuc
tién nay, dugc dinh kém trong thong bao nay, va s& dugc duy tri trén
trang web cua IMO.

Trong bdi canh nay, cudc hop da xem xét mot cach téng thé céc ung
pho khan cép va cac bién phap ma T6 chirc da thuc hién dé dam bao
khong lam gian doan chudi cung mg thuong mai bién, bao gdm ca
dong chay cung tmg vat tu y té song con, cac san pham nong nghiép
quan trong va cac hang hoa, dich vu khac. Cac bién phap nay rat quan
trong dé hd tro sic khoe va thinh vuong cua tat ca moi ngudi, luu y
dén tac dong cta su cham tré clia cac cudc kiém tra, danh gia, dich vy
trén tau, va viéc cdp méi hodc xac nhan gidy ching nhan cia thuyén
vién ciing nhu cua tau. Cach tiép can "thyc dung, thuc té va linh hoat"
dang duoc khuyén nghi, thira nhan 1a cidc mién giam, mién trr va gia
han gidy chimg nhan da dugc chap nhan boi nhiéu qudc gia tau mang
cd va thong tin lién quan da duge IMO luu hanh. Céc thé ché PSC thuc
giuc cac thyc tién do phai dugc chuan hoa, hai hoa hoa va kéu goi
IMO hd tro phat trién cac huéng dan lién quan.

Cudc hop 1a co hdi kip thoi dé néu ra mot sé6 moi quan tam cu thé ma 9
td chire lién chinh phu, voi vai tro tham van tai IMO, c6 thé c6 trong
nhing thoi diém day thach thic nay. Pé dam bao hanh dong theo ddi
va khic phuc thich hgp, ban dau IMO cam két duy tri va ting cuong
kénh lién lac nay trong bdi canh khing hoang hién nay.

Tat ca cac bén tham gia dong y thuc day, nhu dugc lap lai va mo rong
bdi mot cude hop nhu vdy, gid tri cua tinh than hop tac phd bién va
tam quan trong cua su hiéu biét tot hon vé cac van dé ma tat ca cac bén
phai d6i mat, bao gdm cac thé ché PSC, va sy phat trién cua cac giai
phap hop 1y, thuc té va théng nhat, theo tinh than thuc sy cia "chuyén
di cung nhau" cua chung ta.

*  https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-

convention/WCMS_741024/lang--en/index.htm
Hokok




INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON
PORT STATE CONTROL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

AMENDMENT TO GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 ISSUED VIDE PRESS RELEASE DATED 20 TH
MARCH 2020.

1. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) along with the World Health
Organization (WHO), issued a circular No. 4204/Add.2 dated 21 February 2020,
in the form of a “Joint Statement", on the response to the outbreak of "COVID-
19 Pandemic”. In the stated IMO circular letter, all the member States are
requested to take appropriate pragmatic flexible measures within the scope of
the relevant IMO instruments for the purpose of smooth sailing, protection of
the ships crews' certification, health certificates, statutory survey and other
mandatory certification including Audit certificates, dry dock, annual surveys,
etc. Accordingly, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean MOU (IOMOU),
were advised to take proactive measures vide issuance of a press release on
20 March 2020. The said press release outlined the guidance, for dealing with
the situations arising due to the impact of the outbreak of the COVID-19, within
the scope of the relevant IMO Conventions (Refer Annex 1, affixed at the end
of this press release).

2. The IOMOU members have adopted above referred guidance for the purpose
of issuance of extension of various STCW certificates, Statutory certificates,
Annual surveys, extension of Dry-docking and Audit certificates as relevant to
the International Shipping.

3. Subsequently, many flag States and other MoUs also made similar
arrangements for their fleet for the purpose of granting exemptions of survey
and certification with respect to various IMO instruments, and also for
granting extension of the MLC /ILO, STCW certificates within the scope of
their national applicable rules and regulations.

4. After WHO declared COVID-19 as Pandemic outbreak, IMO issued few more
circular letters (4204/Add.3, 4204/Add.4, 4204/Add.5, 4204/Add.6 and
4204/Add.7) requesting all the IMO member states for further necessary
actions. Particularly in the Addendum 6 of the circular letter 4204, Mr. Kitak Lim,
the Secretary General of the IMO urged all the IMO Member States to take a
practical, pragmatic and more flexible approach, in these unusual
unprecedented critical situations, to the issues like crew change-over, supplies,
repairs, survey & certification and licensing of seafarers.



5. Thereafter, many IMO member States, considering that this is an absolutely
unprecedented critical situation due to outbreak of COVID-19 Pandemic,
(approximately 75 flag States of different PSC regimes) issued new circulars or
have revised their earlier circulars extending the period of exemptions of the
STCW certificates, Statutory and other mandatory certificates etc, without
compromising with the ship's safety, seafarers' health, protection of the sea
and marine environment.

6. During the video conference meeting held between IMO and 10 MoUs of
the PSC regimes on 8 April 2020, various important issues were discussed with
respect to PSC activities during this critical phase of the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic. It was concluded that “The respective roles of the flag States and
port States to solve this crisis, in terms of supporting maritime trade, are
paramount, and can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the same
time, the safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine environment and the
respect of seafarers as keyworkers must remain shared priorities”. (Refer
Annex 2 for the Joint Statement agreed by the video meeting provided in Annex
1 of the IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.8)

7. In view of the foregoing and as the COVID-19 has taken an unprecedented

pandemic situation, anticipating its long term effect, understanding from the
present scenario that this critical situation is not going to improve substantially,
in near future, also realizing that there is a vital need for maritime
administrations to grant a reasonable period of exemption / extension /
relaxation beyond three months for the STCW, MLC/ILO related certificates
and other mandatory/statutory certificates of the vessels relevant to IMO
conventions, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean MOU have decided
to revise the earlier guidelines issued vide Press Release dated 20" March
2020 with respect to relaxation period mentioned in various scenarios is now to
be read as follows:
“This pragmatic relaxation / exemptions / dispensations granted by the
flag state administration / R.O for an appropriate grace period beyond the
relaxation periods permitted under various conventions for surveys,
inspections and audits of ships and for certificates / documents of
seafarers required as per MLC and STCW conventions specific to
situations arising due to outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic should be
accepted by the port State authorities. Any vessel beyond this grace
period should be treated in the normal manner”.

8. The above revision to the annex guidance issued vide press release dated 20t
March 2020 will be effective from 16 April 2020.

9. The guidance may be further reviewed upon any future initiatives taken by
the IMO/ILO/member Authorities or based on the developments of the situation.

16 April 2020

Contact:

IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in / iomou.sec@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org
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mailto:iomou.sec@nic.in
http://www.iomou.org/

Annex 1

IOMOUS INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON " 1832 253308
e PORT STATE CONTROL SECRETARIAT

House No. 92, Plot No. A-8,
Rangavi Estate,

Dabolim, Goa

INDIA - 403 801

Telefax: +91 832 2538127
E-mail: iomoul@dataone.in
iomou.sec@nic.in

Website: www.iomou.org

Circular Letter No. 2/2020
Date: 20.03.2020

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19
RELATING TO RELEVANT IMO CONVENTIONS

Introduction

Noting the global impact of COVID-19 and considering the relevant IMO Circular Letters, the
member Authorities of the Indian Ocean have agreed to consider the issue of delaying periods
for the surveys, inspections and audits, and accept there may be a need to apply flexibility
under the special circumstances. As a general principle the following guidelines would be
applied on a case by case basis by the relevant port State Authority.

Guidelines for port States

Interval of surveys and audits required by the conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the surveys, inspections and
audits contained in relevant convention requirements (SOLAS Chapter | Regulation 10 etc.), the
ship must provide evidence to the port State that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional
delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers
how the ship will be brought back into the regular survey or audit cycle.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the requirements by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months should be treated in the normal manner.

Duration of certificates

In accordance with the relevant convention requirements, the flag State Administration may
extend the validity of certificates up to three months or may issue short term certificates, the
period of the validity is no more than three months from the expiry date of the full term original
certificates. In such case the ship must provide the evidence to the port State that the flag State
Administration has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-19 and that the ship has a
plan that covers when the ship will be scheduled to be subject to the renewal survey and audits.

Where there is no evidence from the flag State, the ship should be treated in the normal manner
as per the Indian Ocean MOU procedures.



This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the requirements by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months from the expiry date of the full term original certificates should be treated in the
normal manner.

Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3 of the Ballast Water
Management convention due to delay of dry-docking caused by disruption from COVID-19, the
port State should seek confirmation that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay
specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how
the ship will comply with the requirements of Regulation B-3 of BWM.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the date required by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months should be treated in the normal manner.

Review of the quidance

This guidance will be reviewed as appropriate to keep aligned with developments of the
COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by IMO.
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ORGANIZATION

4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.8
14 April 2020

To: All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subject: Coronavirus (COVID-19) — Video meeting with port State control (PSC)
regimes
1 The Secretary-General wishes to advise that a video meeting with 10 port State

control (PSC) regimes was held on 8 April 2020 with a view to promote harmonized action,
assistance and a pragmatic approach with respect to PSC inspections at this time of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting agreed a joint statement, as set out in annex 1.

2 This circular letter also contains the statements and/or relevant temporary guidance
issued by the Vifia del Mar Agreement, the Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris
and Tokyo Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), as well as the United States Coast Guard
as a national regime in relation to PSC activities in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, as set out
in annex 2, which may be amended or updated from time to time.

3 Member States and other stakeholders are invited to bring the contents of this circular
letter to the attention of all concerned, especially flag Administrations and port State and
coastal State authorities.

I\C_L\CL.4204-Add.8.docx
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Circular Letter No.4204/Add.8
Annex 1, page 1

ANNEX 1
JOINT STATEMENT

VIDEO MEETING OF PORT STATE CONTROL REGIMES
TO OPEN A GLOBAL COMMUNICATION CHANNEL ON PSC INSPECTIONS
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

At the invitation of IMO Secretary-General Mr. Kitack Lim, the 10 port State control (PSC)
regimes, namely the United States Coast Guard, the Vifia del Mar Agreement and the Abuja,
Black Sea, Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris, Riyadh and Tokyo Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) on PSC, came together in a video meeting on 8 April 2020, opening a
global communication channel on PSC inspections during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The world in its entirety can feel the consequences of this crisis, which is impacting the supply
chain at an unprecedented scale by creating international trade disruptions. This was also
highlighted in the outcome of the March 2020 Virtual Summit of G20 Leaders on COVID-19.
The respective roles of flag States and port States to solve this crisis, in terms of supporting
maritime trade, are paramount, and can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the
same time, the safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine environment and the respect
of seafarers as key workers must remain shared priorities, having also noted the release
on 7 April 2020 of the ILO Information note on maritime labour issues and coronavirus
(COVID19)".

Individual flag and port States, through the efficient coordination and support of regional PSC
regimes, have already adopted and implemented relevant measures and have circulated
guidance to address current challenges. Inspection regimes are already guided by
self-determined practical, pragmatic and flexible approaches. IMO appreciates the positive and
constructive role of PSC regimes in a full spirit of cooperation of all actors confronted with
this unprecedented crisis. As part of the outcome of this meeting, a compilation of existing
guidance developed by PSC regimes is initiated, with a view to global harmonization of these
practices, as an annex to this circular letter, and will be maintained on the IMO website.

In this context, the meeting reviewed emergency response and measures taken by the
Organization, as a whole, to ensure no disruption to sea frade supply chains, including, the
flow of vital medical supplies, critical agricultural products, and other goods and services. Such
measures are critical to support the health and well-being of all people, taking into account the
impact of delays for surveys, inspections, audits and onboard service, and renewal or
endorsement of certificates of seafarers as well as ships. A "pragmatic, practical and flexible"
approach is being recommended, recognizing that exemptions, waivers and extensions to
certificates have been granted by many flag States and information thereon has been
circulated by IMO. PSC regimes urged that such practices be standardized and harmonized
and called on IMO to support the development of related guidance.

The meeting was a timely opportunity to raise some of the specific concerns the nine
intergovernmental organizations, in consultative status at IMO, may have in these challenging
times. In order to ensure proper follow-up and remedial action, IMO is committed to maintain
and to enhance this communication channel in the context of the current crisis, initially.

All participants agreed to promote, as echoed and amplified by such a meeting, the value of
the prevailing spirit of cooperation and, the importance of a better understanding of the issues
being faced by all actors, including PSC regimes, and the development of sensible, practical
and unified solutions, in the true spirit of our "voyage together".

https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-convention/WCMS _741024/lang--en/index.htm
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